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age was popular and colourful enough to inspire great art
and to commend itself to the masses.
IV
The Milinda Paftha shows us that it prescribed an
orderly and clean-cut scholasticism to the more serious.
Described by its translator, Dr. T. W. Rhys Davids,1
as the best work of a controversial kind that had been
written at that time in any country, and as 'the master-
piece of Indian prose', it is in fact nothing less than-an early
historical romance in the form of dialogues between
the Greek king and the Buddhist sage, Nagasena. It is
fascinating as an early chapter in the meeting of East
and West.
The form of the dramatic dialogue was already well
known in India, and religious plays were as much a part
of her civilization as the miracle-plays of Christianity
were of the Middle Ages in Europe. The Milinda Panha is
an early example of the use by Buddhists of this technique,
as the Gita is of its use by Hindus. In each case we see
the jlay-mind at work, seeking satisfaction in matters of
religion and theology. Or it may be that both great works
were written by religious leaders for the instruction of
the laity; for both religions were making a bid for the
adherence of the masses, and especially of the kings and
warriors, who play a leading role at this time.
The great pacifist and internationalist Asoka had proved
how useful Buddhism could be in building a nation,
but under his feeble successors his empire had fallen to
pieces, and the Gita raises as one of its central themes the
age-old problem of pacifism, and answers it by strongly
reaffirming the Hindu theory of caste: a man must perform
his caste duties, for he is born in that station in life which
he has earned by his own actions: kings and warriors exist
to rule and to fight. It is their dharma, or metier: for their
Karma or deeds have caused them to be Kshatriyas.
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